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Place profile: South Wimbledon

In 2020, as part of the borough’s ongoing Character Study, 415 Merton residents took part in this
survey, of which 19 people told us they lived in South Wimbledon. The diagram below highlights how

people felt about their neighbourhood based on a series of questions asked. This work was also used
to inform Merton’s Borough Character Study 2021.

Results from residents of South Wimbledon rating their neighbourhood
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Key objectives: South Wimbledon

The following objectives provide an overarching vision for South Wimbledon.

Improving public realm and
public space

Support improvements to
streetscene and shopfronts,
improving the public realm,

particularly for pedestrians and

cyclists.

Improving the environment

Encouraging measures that
help to minimise and mitigate
pollutants associated with the
busy road network, including
planting and green cover.

Promoting the Town Centre

Proposing a new Local Centre
at the heart of the South
Wimbledon, focussed around
the underground station and
junction.
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Character: South Wimbledon

These photos illustrate the diverse character found across South Wimbledon.

——

OUTH WIMBLEDON STATION
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Policy N7.1 South Wimbledon

1. Recognising South Wimbledon as a distinctive neighbourhood in its own right

2. We will do this by:

a.

Proposing a new Local Centre at the heart of South Wimbledon, focussed around the
underground station and the junction where Morden Road, Merton Road, Kingston Road and

Merton High Street meet;

. Supporting shops, services and businesses commensurate with a local centre, particularly those

that serve the day-to-day needs of local residents;

. Supporting developments and occupiers that help improve or strengthen local character,

reflecting the area’s rich architectural history or providing a modern interpretation which

respects Heritage Assets;

. Support developments in the Local Centre that create a well-designed shopfront and

encouraging landowners and businesses fronting Merton High Street, Kingston Road, Morden

Road and Merton Road to improve their shopfronts and building facades;

. Supporting measures to enhance the streetscene and public realm in South Wimbledon,

particularly along the main roads where most travel takes place;

Encouraging measures that help to minimise and mitigate pollutants associated with the busy
road network, including planting and green cover, measures to encourage walking and cycling

and, electric vehicle charging points;

. Protecting and enhancing the public open space at Nelson Gardens and Haydons Road

Recreation Ground, and improving links to Abbey Recreation Ground, Wandle Park and other

nearby open spaces;

. Support well designed development commensurate with the excellent public transport access of

the area;
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i. Support improvements to the transport infrastructure that will help to reduce road congestion

and improve the public realm, particularly for pedestrians and cyclists;

j- Integrate the regeneration phases being delivered on the High Path estate over the next 10-15
years, guided by the Estates Local Plan to ensure the development enhances the local

environment; this includes the proposed public park at High Path;

k. Supporting the redevelopment at South Wimbledon station (Site Allocation Wi8) which respects
and enhances the Grade Il listed building and other Heritage Assets within the area, delivers a
range of benefits including a public space, cycle parking, improved station facilities and

secondary pedestrian entrance to the underground station off the busy main roads.

Supporting text

7.1.1.  South Wimbledon lies at the centre of Merton; in previous Local Plans the area has been
subsumed into Colliers Wood or Wimbledon. However, there are now a number of factors
that support South Wimbledon being considered a defined Local Centre in its own right and
the council proposes to take this forward through this new Local Plan. These factors are set

out below.

7.1.2. ltis clear from the responses to the consultation and the work started by the community-led
South Wimbledon Enhancement plan that residents consider South Wimbledon as a

neighbourhood with its own distinctive character.

7.1.3. The area has a very strong historical context. Although there are limited remnants that are
easily visible above ground, there are many distinctive historical references to be found in
structures, buildings and local gardens in the area. Admiral Lord Nelson'’s “Paradise Merton”
estate was located where High Path now stands and St John the Divine Church and Nelson
Gardens were both created to commemorate the anniversary of Nelson’s death. South
Wimbledon station building and Rodney Place cottages are both Heritage Assets directly
connected to the advent of London Underground. The surrounding residential areas have
distinctive characters and built form in themselves (e.g. the “Battles” roads of Victorian /
Edwardian terraces, the “Australias” to the west, the High Path estate itself) and these design
standards are occasionally reflected on Merton High Street and Kingston Road. These
residential neighbourhoods are, in appearance, distinct islands of development except where
they meet the main road frontage. We therefore support residents in trying to create a more
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7.1.4.

7.1.5.

7.1.6.

cohesive, integrated South Wimbledon local centre, based around the South Wimbledon

junction.

Like other Local Centres, the function of South Wimbledon is to provide local shops and
services for people that live nearby so that households can access these by walking or
cycling, reducing the need to travel far or to travel by vehicle. We recognise that the way we
shop is changing, and rapidly. The increase in online shopping, the recent rise of food
delivery apps and changes to national rules to allow small shops throughout England to
convert to flats without planning permission is changing the economic viability and occupation

of shopfronts.

Across London there has been a contraction in the numbers of shops along main road
arteries, slightly offset by a rise in cafes and restaurants around transport hubs which can
serve both passing customers and the wider area via online food delivery apps. Kingston
Road in particular has seen several small shops convert to flats outside the planning system;
there are some good examples and some extremely poor examples of the resultant

shopfronts.

The Local Centre boundary focusses on the South Wimbledon junction encompassing
shopping parades in all directions where shops and services are most likely to be viable due
to the higher footfall and is informed by feedback from people who live and work there. The
map below illustrates the policies map designations: the new Local Centre boundary for
South Wimbledon, the site allocation Wi8 South Wimbledon Station and the High Path estate

regeneration boundary as defined in Merton’s Estates Local Boundary 2018.
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71.7.

7.1.8.

7.1.9.
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There are a wide variety of different businesses fronting the main roads around South
Wimbledon. Many are small supermarkets or food shops, cafes, restaurants and hot food
takeaways. We will continue to support businesses commensurate with the Local Centre.
We recognise the larger number of hot food takeaways in South Wimbledon and the links to
childhood obesity; in accordance with other policies in the plan, we will not support further

takeaways where there is already an over-concentration.

People are more likely to use local shops and services if they are in an attractive setting, if
the walking or cycling route to reach them looks good and feels safe. While many of the
surrounding local streets are attractive with properties that are generally well cared for and
maintained by their occupants, the busy arterial roads are noisy, heavily trafficked and don’t

have the same sense of place as exists in the surrounding neighbourhoods.

To help create a better sense of place at the junction around South Wimbledon underground
station junction, we will support development and public realm improvements that soften the
look and feel of the Local Centre, reference the historic and local character of the
surrounding areas, provide development standards (e.g. building orientation, insulation,
winter gardens etc. that help mitigate the road issues). We recognise that in the long term the
South Wimbledon junction needs active travel improvements and a reduction of traffic
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7.1.10.

7.1.11.

7.1.12.

7.1.13.

7.1.14.

dominance on Merton High Street. However, South Wimbledon does benefit from several
long standing successful low traffic neighbourhood schemes, that create a pleasant walking
and cycling environment away from Merton High Street. There are alternative links on quiet

streets with permeable connections through to cycle route CS7 and the Wandle Trail.

The council will also encourage businesses and residents to restore or redevelop building
facades to a high standard. South Wimbledon is rich in architectural history, such as the
Victorian detailing found on many buildings which give the area a distinct character;
development proposals should reflect existing elements or interpret them in a modern way.
Merton’s shopfront design guide provides practical information about how to assess, design,
and maintain a successful shopfront and can be used regardless of the occupier of the

building.

Consultation responses to the Local Plan and prior to the Local Plan have called for more
public space to be created around South Wimbledon. Nelson Gardens along Morden Road is
perhaps too far away from the station and the areas of highest footfall to be well used.

Proposals for the High Path estate, as guided by Merton’s Estates Local Plan and set out in

the approved Outline Planning Application (ref 17/P1721) will provide a new public park as
well as smaller pockets of landscaped space within the estate. However aside from the
regeneration of High Path there are no large sites in the immediate South Wimbledon area
adjoining the main roads and so there is more limited opportunity for the creation of new
public space with close proximity to where most people use the underground station, shops

and services and would benefit the most.

The council therefore supports the creation of small pockets of well-designed public space
close to South Wimbledon underground station where they are most likely to provide

opportunities for pause away from the busy main roads.

Although a third of Merton is made up of parks, commons and other open spaces, South
Wimbledon has more limited open space provision than most of the rest of Merton. Some of
the nearest public open spaces for South Wimbledon residents are at Nelson Gardens,
Abbey Recreation Ground and Haydons Road Recreation Ground and parts of South
Wimbledon are in easy walking distance of the Wandle Trail. Where development proposals
cannot provide sufficient open space on site, they may be expected to contribute to

improvements at nearby open spaces.

The regeneration of the High Path estate will take place in phases over the next 15 years.

This investment will result in the most substantial change to the layout, function and
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7.1.15.

7.1.16.

character of High Path. While Merton’s Estates Local Plan 2018 provides the planning

framework to guide this regeneration, it will also deliver key proposals that South Wimbledon
respondents have called for, including a public park fronting Merton High Street, a new layout
fronting Merton High Street with new shopfronts and business space; investment in

landscaping and the public realm.

As set out in Merton’s Estates Local Plan 2018, the detailed design of the regeneration at
High Path must create a strong character, particularly fronting Merton High Street and
provide high quality landscaping and urban greening. New development proposals must
also have regard to the proposed regeneration at High Path as well as this plan, to ensure
that South Wimbledon is developed as a cohesive, attractive and legible neighbourhood.
Before designing new schemes, potential applicants for schemes within the vicinity of the
High Path estate are advised to refer to the High Path section of Merton’s adopted Estates
Local Plan 2018 and to contact the applicants of the outline planning application 17/P1721
(Clarion Housing Group) to ensure co-ordination of site designs, uses, materials and

movement.

South Wimbledon Business Area (also known as Morden Industrial Area) to the south forms
part of Merton's Strategic Industrial Locations and is one of Merton's most popular and best
occupied estates for businesses throughout south London. Developments will be supported
that retain or improve the area for employment purposes, especially those catering for
modern business accommodation. Development that could locate in town centres such as
retail or offices that are not ancillary to other development will be resisted, in order to
minimise potential conflict with the HGVs and extended business operational hours required

in a modern economy.
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Site Wi8: South Wimbledon Station, Morden Road, South Wimbledon, SW19 3DB

[J Site Allocations
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Ward: Abbey

Site description:

1. The site is an important, highly visible landmark within the proposed new South Wimbledon Local
Centre. The site is a part single storey / part two-storey Northern line underground station, with
in Portland stone and the building is of the distinctive Charles Holden design. The building is two

and shop units, found on the corner of two strategic roads Morden Road and Merton High Street.

High Path estate which is part of a regeneration programme being led by the freeholder Clarion
Housing Group.

(The site lies outside but next to both the Local Plan and the Outline Planning Application).

pedestrian access from the corner of South Wimbledon junction. The fagade of the building is clad
storeys to the rear and built with London brick. The site has Transport for London operational offices
2. To the south of the main building within part of the curtilage of the site there is a small car park and

shed, that is currently occupied by a car hire firm. The Horse and Groom pub lies to the east of the
site, fronting Merton High Street Beyond this the sites are surrounded to the south and east by the

3. The site is surrounded by proposals for the regeneration of High Path estate, guided by the Estates
Local Plan and with an Outline Planning Application 17/P1721 resolved for approval in March 2018.

Site owner: Transport for London

Site area: 0.21ha

Existing uses: Underground Station and commercial premises (coffee shop and local convenience
store)

Site allocation: Retaining the underground station and residential or residential mixed-use retail,
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financial services and professional, cafes and restaurants, public house and offices

Site deliverability: 10-15 years

Indicative site capacity (new homes): TBC

Design and accessibility guidance:
1.

Development of the site provides several opportunities to deliver new homes in an accessible
sustainable location, providing new services and homes at a landmark location in the new South
Wimbledon local centre.

Development proposals must respect and enhance the Grade Il listed Heritage Asset of South
Wimbledon Station and other local Heritage Assets within the area. There is an opportunity
to compliment the Charles Holden designed listed London Underground station.

Development proposals should explore the opportunity to create a secondary entrance to the
underground station and a small public space to the rear of the site, both situated away from the
busy South Wimbledon junction. This would help improve the resilience of the station, provide
greater permeability and movement options for people travelling to and from the station and create a
small space to pause away from the busy junction. There is an opportunity to engage with
neighbouring landowners, (Clarion Housing Group) to coordinate on design, streetscape and
optimise both sites for the delivery of new homes.

Development proposals must have regard to both level 1 and level 2 of Merton’s Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment (SFRA). For this site allocation, development proposals must incorporate the site-
specific recommendations on managing and mitigating flood risk from all sources, including the
suitability of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). These can be found in the SFRA level 2 in
Appendix A.

An investigation of the potential impact of any development on archaeological heritage is needed.

The site is within 50m of London Underground subsurface tunnels and infrastructure therefore
London Underground Infrastructure Protection must be consulted.

The site is within an Opportunity Area (designated in the London Plan). The London Plan ambition
for our Opportunity Area is to deliver 5000 new homes and 6000 jobs (indicative figures) up to 2041.
Any site within the Opportunity Area is expected to positively contribute to its environmental, social
and economic growth.

Infrastructure requirements:
1.

Development proposals for this site must refer to the Merton Infrastructure Delivery Plan and ensure
infrastructure requirements have been addressed by the proposal.

This site is in an area identified as being deficient in access to children’s play space for ages 0-4
years. The council will require on-site playspace provision in accordance with the infrastructure
policies and London Plan.

Development proposals should provide high quality secure cycle storage for commuters in addition
to and separate from residential cycle parking provision.

The developer should contact SGN to discuss requirements for any improvements to the gas
infrastructure network.

Thames Water does not envisage infrastructure concerns about the water supply network
infrastructure, wastewater network or wastewater treatment infrastructure capability in relation to the
development of the site. However, the council strongly recommends that the developer engage with
Thames Water at the earliest opportunity to advise the developments phasing. The council will need
evidence of engagement with Thames Water with any submitted planning application. Merton
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Council will also, engage with and seek advice from Thames Water about the development of this
site.

The site location

Impacts Listed Buildings or undesignated Heritage Assets: South Wimbledon station building is
Grade Il listed, one of several Charles Holden designed purpose-built London Underground station
buildings.

Impacts a Conservation Area: No

Impacts an Archaeological Priority Area: No

Impacts a Scheduled Ancient Monument: No

Impacts on flooding from all sources: Site partially in Flood Zone 2 and in a critical drainage area

Is in a Town Centre: Yes

Is in an Opportunity Area: Yes

Impacts a designated open space: No

Impacts on an ecology designation: No

Public Transport Accessibility Level (PTAL): PTAL 6, excellent access to public transport
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