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Schools Forum    19th June 2024 

Item    4 

 
SUBJECT:  DSG Outturn Report for Financial Year 2023/24 
 
LEAD OFFICER: Andrew Good, Interim Service Financial Accountant for Corporate 
Finance and Digital 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 

That the Forum notes the: 
 

a) outturn position of the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) as of 31st March 
2024. 

b) cumulative DSG deficit position as of 31st March 2024. 
c) the total School Balances 2023/24. 

 

 

1. Purpose of Report and Executive Summary 
 
1.1 This report presents the expenditure against the Dedicated Schools Grant for 2023/24.  

The structure is slightly different to previously because it has come to light that the 
configuration of the budget on our ledger system was not optimal to report against blocks 
with the degree of accuracy preferred.  For that reason we have presented information 
against spending categories.  The budget for 2024/25 has been restructured so that this 
issue has been rectified moving forward. 

 
1.2 The overall position for 2023/24 is an overspend against allocation of £6.777m 

compared to £7.533m in 2022/23.  The cumulative deficit at the end of 2023/24 is 
now £41.243.  The table below summarises the position for 2023/24: 
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1.2 The DSG is a ring-fenced specific grant, and it must be used in support of the 

school’s budget as defined in the School and Early Years Finance (England) 
Regulations 2022; it can be used for no other council purposes. 

 

2. DSG Detail  
 
2.1 As identified in section 1.1 we are presenting expenditure slightly differently this year, 

actuals are shown for Merton controlled expenditure and expenditure which was 
delegated to school in the two tables below: 
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The vast majority of the overspend relates to expenditure on independent non-maintained 
placements. 
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3. Future Pressures 

 
3.1 The overall pressures are well documented and School Forum is briefed 

separately in progress with the Safety Valve programme. 
 

4. School Balances 
 

4.1 School Balances moved from £8.953m in 2022/23 to £10.703m in 2023/24. A 
tighter review and support process has been introduced and the overall level of 
deficits is improving. 
 
 

5. Financial, resource and property implications 

 
6.1 The financial implications are detailed in the main body of this report. 

 

6. Legal and statutory implications 

 
6.1 No legal implications at this stage.  
 

7. Human rights, equalities, and community cohesion implications 

 
7.1 None at this stage. 
 

8. Appendices 
 
8.1 None. 
  

9. Background Papers – the following documents have been relied 
on in drawing up this report but do not form part of the report:  

 
9.1 Centrally held financial information and other papers held by the Children Schools 

and Families Finance Team. 
 

10. Report author 
 
Andrew Good Interim Service Financial Accountant   
 
andrew.good@merton.gov.uk 
 
Further information about Merton Council can be obtained from its web site 
www.merton.gov.uk  
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