
London Borough of Merton – Cost of Living Emergency
Emergency Assistance Grants Application Form.
In July 2022, Merton Council announced a cost-of-living emergency and agreed a £2 million fund to help Merton residents hardest-hit. We know that our current services are continuing to see an increase in residents accessing their services. Therefore, the Council agreed for further funds to be allocated to partners and organisations in the borough who received funding last winter to increase their capacity to support our residents through the next 6 months (January 2025 – June 2025). 
Pot 1: Emergency Assistance Grants – crisis support for Merton residents in need  

Emergency Assistance grants aim to increase organisation’s capacity to help people access support with basic needs at point of crisis.  Emergency assistance in the form of a food/provisions, goods, vouchers are designed to provide short-term, emergency support during a crisis. The aim of emergency support is to relieve immediate pressure by providing practical immediate assistance, but also offering additional information and support, so people don’t need to use the emergency support again in the future. 
CRITERIA

We are looking to fund the following types of support through this grant: 

· Co-ordination, induction, training, and support for volunteers 
· Costs relating to transportation and storage of goods 
· Supporting network of provision and assistance (e.g. information and support to residents in need)
· Administration (e.g. staff time) of individual food/provisions, goods, vouchers
· Provision of goods as a contingency (e.g. where surplus provision is unavailable). 
Pot 2: Emergency Assistance Grants – support for organisations 
One-off grants for organisations providing emergency assistance in the borough to help manage the impact of increased demand caused by the cost-of-living crisis. These grants are a contribution towards cost of living-related running costs, such as utility bills, rental costs or staffing costs.  The maximum available grant is £5,000. 
CRITERIA 
We are looking to fund the following types of support through this one-off grant:
· Additional running costs incurred since April 2024 such as utility bills, rental costs or staffing costs directly related to any increases in the demand for emergency assistance support only. Please try to specify as clearly as possible any increase in expenditure during this period. 

Terms & Conditions of bidding and funding awarded
1. Only one bid per pot per organisation is permitted; 

2. The Council’s decision on awards is final;
3. Successful applicants should note that they may not be funded at the full amount they have bid for;
4. The Council’s usual terms and conditions for grant funding apply;
5. Funds must be expended in accordance with the agreed bid and only for the purposes of supporting emergency assistance to Merton residents;
6. The funds may not be used to pay debts or for past activity;

7. Funds will be paid by the end of January 2025 subject to Council approval and grants will be evaluated at the end of July 2025. 
8. All grants will be monitored by Council officers and organisations will be required to provide data on outputs and outcomes including the number of people supported, how they were supported and may be asked to provide up to three anonymised case studies.
9. All organisations will be required to participate in the Food Response Network and the wider Community Response Network. In addition, all recipients of funding will be required to contribute to the Councils strategic planning of Cost-of-Living Support.  

Short Application Form for Emergency Assistance in Merton 2024/2025
	Name of organisation
	

	Manager/lead officer
	

	Name and role of person completing this form 
	

	Contact telephone
	

	Contact email
	

	Date of application
	


Which funding pot are you applying to? 
☐ Pot 1: Emergency Assistance Grants – support for residents  

☐ Pot 2: Emergency Assistance Grants – support for organisations 
☐ Both (if both, please provide separate details for each proposal in the boxes below).
A brief summary of emergency assistance that you currently provide (please include any data on who you support, when do you provide this support, what part of the borough you support and how people access this support):
	


Proposal for how you intend to use the funds (please provide separate information if applying to both pots):
	


Funding breakdown of grant (please provide separate breakdowns if applying to both pots): 

	


Outputs and Outcomes:

	


Any other information to support your application:

	


Terms & Conditions of Grant 
In submitting this application form, we understand and agree to the following:
1. If we are awarded a grant, we will use it for exactly the purpose set out in this application, unless a specific condition has been attached to the award.

2. We will not make any major changes to the proposal without first receiving LBM’s agreement in writing.

3. We will not use the grant to order or buy any goods before we receive the grant offer letter.

4. We will not use the grant to pay for any item which has been funded under another grants programme.

5. We will take all reasonable steps to:

a. offer equality of access to our services;

b. provide a safe, healthy and supportive environment which meets the needs of the local community;

c. deliver value for money and use sound financial procedures;

d. share information that will contribute to the understanding of future client needs.

6. We will acknowledge LBM’s grant in our annual report and in all printed materials as appropriate. We will supply copies of these documents to LBM if requested.

7. We will have a bank or building society account in the name of our group (or, if applying as a consortium or partnership, in the name of the accountable group). We confirm that all cheques or withdrawals from this account require at least two non-related signatories. 
8. We will keep all financial records and accounts, including receipts for items bought with the grant, for at least six years from receiving the grant. We understand that this does not release us from our legal responsibility to keep records for longer periods.

9. We will provide sufficient insurance cover to meet potential liabilities and produce evidence of payment of the current premiums and note that LBM may request us to provide copies of our employer’s liability, public liability and buildings insurance policies.

10. We will allow LBM to use our name in their own publicity materials.  We will inform LBM of any situation where confidentiality is a particular issue.

11. We will send LBM all relevant monitoring information at the end of the project and meet all monitoring and financial requirements as requested during the life of the grant, subject to Data Protection regulations.

12. We will allow LBM to visit us to see the work funded by this grant.

13. We note that LBM will ask us to repay the grant, in whole or in part, in the following circumstances:

a. if we fail to keep to our funding agreement in any way;

b. if the application form was completed dishonestly or the supporting documents gave false or misleading information;

c. if any member of our governing body, staff or volunteers acts dishonestly or negligently in respect of this grant;

d. if we close down or become insolvent.

14. These terms and conditions will apply until we have spent the grant and submitted all related documentation.

15. We agree to the values and principles of joint working as set out in the funding agreement
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