Affordable Housing Questionnaire
The Government Housing white paper (Fixing Our Broken Housing Market – DCLG Feb 2017) is the precursor to proposed housing planning policy reforms of the national planning policy framework aimed at tackling the housing challenges faced nationally. Key objectives include: 

- Planning for the right homes in the right places
- Building homes faster
- Diversifying the housing market 
- Helping people now by tackling the impacts of a shortage in housing

 

A review of the Mayor’s London Plan is currently underway with a new London Plan expected to be published in November 2017, aimed at addressing the issues set out in the Housing White Paper.

Consideration of proposed changes to the council’s current Local Plan housing policies 

Published Government advice (Planning for the right homes in the right places: consultation proposals September 2017)   sets out  a number of proposals for consultation  include those to improve the transparency and process for Section 106 agreements and  assessment of viability for plan-making and decision-taking.

New supplementary planning guidance published by the Mayor (hereafter called the Mayor’s SPG) in August 2017 (Homes for London - Affordable Housing and Viability) aims to accelerate the number and delivery of affordable housing coming through the planning system and includes detailed guidance aimed at improving the consistency and transparency of viability assessments. The guidance provides advice on approaches to viability, viability assessments and build to rent.

Consideration of proposed changes to the council’s Local Plan housing policies will need to reflect this new guidance.
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1. The Mayor of London's guidance sets out a "fast track route" to determine planning applications, removing the need to provide affordable housing viability assessments in these two circumstances:

a) developments on privately owned land without any public subsidy that provide affordable housing meeting or exceeding 35% of the total number of homes proposed

b) developments on publicly owned land without any grant funding that provide affordable housing meeting or exceeding 50% of the total number of homes proposed

What are your views on this approach, and should it be adopted in Merton’s Local Plan?
[image: image2.wmf]Yes
[image: image3.wmf]No
Other (please specify)

[image: image4.wmf]




2. Merton’s Local Plan affordable housing policy is assessed using the number of affordable homes proposed rather than habitable rooms (e.g. an application proposing two 2-bedroom units would be assessed as providing two affordable homes rather than six habitable rooms)

Merton’s local housing need indicates that there is equal demand for one, two and three bedroom homes.

The Mayor of London's guidance defines the provision of affordable housing as habitable rooms rather than number of homes. The advantage of measuring provision by habitable rooms is that it that it encourages larger sized affordable homes (i.e. 3 bedrooms and above). The disadvantage is that it can result in a lower total number of affordable homes provided.

Should we count proposed affordable homes based on which of the following (tick all that apply):
	 
	Yes
	No

	Total number of proposed affordable homes
	[image: image5.wmf]Total number of proposed affordable homes Yes
	[image: image6.wmf]Total number of proposed affordable homes No

	Total number of proposed habitable rooms
	[image: image7.wmf]Total number of proposed habitable rooms Yes
	[image: image8.wmf]Total number of proposed habitable rooms No

	Mix of both of the above
	[image: image9.wmf]Mix of both of the above Yes
	[image: image10.wmf]Mix of both of the above No


Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image11.wmf]




3. Merton intends to publish developers' viability assessments submitted with planning applications so that everyone can see them. 

 What are your views on this approach?
[image: image12.wmf]Yes
[image: image13.wmf]No
Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image14.wmf]




4. Merton’s existing Local Plan affordable housing policy says that small site developments (10 homes or more) must provide affordable homes as part of these schemes. 

In November 2014 the government issued a change to national planning policy by setting a threshold of 11 homes and above which affordable housing requirements would be applicable. This change stemmed from government’s concerns about adverse viability affects of local plan affordable housing requirements on small sites coming forward for development.

What are your views on Merton’s Local Plan affordable housing threshold requirement? Should it be retained or changed and if so to what and why?
[image: image15.wmf]Yes
[image: image16.wmf]No
Other (please specify)
[image: image17.wmf]
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5. Where proposals for student accommodation meet specific requirements set out in Merton’s Local Plan, including those to ensure that the accommodation is designed, secured and managed exclusively for students, such proposals are currently not usually required to provide a proportion of affordable housing.

Should this remain the case or should new student accommodation be required to contribute to affordable homes?
[image: image18.wmf]Yes
[image: image19.wmf]No
Please use the box below to tell us more (optional)

[image: image20.wmf]




6. Please tell us if you have any other comments

[image: image21.wmf]




*We will not use any of the personal information that you provide for anything other than contacting you about planning for the future of Merton
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7. What is your age group?
[image: image22.wmf]18 or under
[image: image23.wmf]19 - 30
[image: image24.wmf]31 - 45
[image: image25.wmf]46 - 60
[image: image26.wmf]61+

8. What is your gender identity?
[image: image27.wmf]Male 
[image: image28.wmf]Female
[image: image29.wmf]Other
[image: image30.wmf]Prefer not to say

9. Do you consider that you have a disability
[image: image31.wmf]Yes
[image: image32.wmf]No

10. How would you describe yourself?
[image: image33.wmf]White-English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British
[image: image34.wmf]White-Irish
[image: image35.wmf]Gypsy or Irish Traveller
[image: image36.wmf]Asian or Asian British
[image: image37.wmf]Indian
[image: image38.wmf]Pakistani
[image: image39.wmf]Bangladeshi
[image: image40.wmf]Chinese
[image: image41.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black Caribbean
[image: image42.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Black African
[image: image43.wmf]Mixed / multiple ethnic groups: White and Asian
[image: image44.wmf]Black or Black British
[image: image45.wmf]Caribbean
[image: image46.wmf]African
[image: image47.wmf]Arab
[image: image48.wmf]Any other ethnic group,
[image: image49.wmf]


11. Are submitting a representation on behalf of someone else?
[image: image50.wmf]Yes
[image: image51.wmf]No

12. Your details
Name [image: image52.wmf]


Address [image: image53.wmf]


Address 2 [image: image54.wmf]


City/Town [image: image55.wmf]


Postal Code [image: image56.wmf]


Country [image: image57.wmf]


Email Address 

Phone Number 

13. Clients address
Your client’s name [image: image58.wmf]


Company (If applicable) [image: image59.wmf]


Address [image: image60.wmf]


Address 2 [image: image61.wmf]


City/Town [image: image62.wmf]


Postal Code [image: image63.wmf]


Country [image: image64.wmf]


Email Address 

Phone Number 

14. How did you hear about this consultation? Please select one or more

[image: image65.wmf]Email
[image: image66.wmf]Letter
[image: image67.wmf]Website
[image: image68.wmf]Newspaper
[image: image69.wmf]Other (please specify)
[image: image70.wmf]


15. Would you like to be contacted by us in the future about this consultation?
[image: image71.wmf]Yes
[image: image72.wmf]No

Thank you for taking part in this survey.


Your responses will help shape the future of your borough.


For future information and future updates on the New Local Plan

www.merton.gov.uk/newlocalplan Thank you for taking part in this survey.


Your responses will help shape the future of your borough.


For future information and future updates on the New Local Plan
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For future information and future updates on the New Local Plan

www.merton.gov.uk/newlocalplan Thank you for taking part in this survey.


Your responses will help shape the future of your borough.


For future information and future updates on the New Local Plan

www.merton.gov.uk/newlocalplan Bottom of Form
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